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Carol Sawyer's Proscenium a ghostly ode to a gilded past
by Robin Laurence on December 2nd, 2009 at 12:22 PM

Artist Carol Sawyer brings the derelict Pantages Theatre back to life with haunting video and photographs in Proscenium.

Carol Sawyer: Proscenium

At Republic Gallery until January 16, 2010
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Carol Sawyer has a feeling for what she once called the “melancholy traces of the past”. Whether
she is capturing 1890s Strathcona houses in the throes of renovation or 1950s New Yorker
magazines date-stamped by long-gone librarians, this interdisciplinary artist casts a warm light
on small histories that might otherwise have been lost. With her most recent body of work,
Proscenium, she brings a derelict theatre briefly back to life.

Inspired by a tour she took a couple of years ago of the crumbling interior of the 1908 Pantages
Theatre in Vancouver’s Downtown Eastside, Sawyer has created an evocative performance video
in that space, together with a series of photographs. Her poetic conceit in Proscenium is the
staging of a vaudevillian variety show of the kind that would have been seen at the Pantages in its
early days.



Also disruptive is Sawyer’s series of colour photos of the characters off-stage. Slumped in chairs,
looking tired and dispirited, with hair pins, bra straps, and gender disguises showing, they speak
again of the reality behind the illusion, the contrivance behind the representation. It’s a wonderful 
and strangely moving project.
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